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Gravity is a crucial environmental factor regulating plant growth and development. Plants
have the ability to sense a change in the direction of gravity, which leads to the re-orientation
of their growth direction, so-called gravitropism. In general, plant stems grow upward
(negative gravitropism), whereas roots grow downward (positive gravitropism). Models
describing the gravitropic response following the tilting of plants are presented and highlight
that gravitropic curvature involves both gravisensing and mechanosensing, thus allowing to
revisit experimental data. We also discuss the challenge to set up experimental designs for
discriminating between gravisensing and mechanosensing. We then present the cellular
events and the molecular actors known to be specifically involved in gravity sensing.
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INTRODUCTION
Among the factors that influence the growth orientation in plants
(e.g., light, gravity, water availability, and touch), gravity represents one of the most important environmental signals. This
biological process known as gravitropism, starts from seed germination through the upright growth of shoots, ensuring the
photosynthesis and the reproduction as well as the dispersion
of seeds, and the downright growth of roots, supplying the
plant in water and nutrients. When a plant organ is tilted, it
adjusts its growth orientation relative to gravity direction, which
is achieved by a curvature of the organ. Growth reorientation
is the result of a differential cell elongation rate between the
two sides of organs undergoing primary growth (Barlow and
Rathfelder, 1985; Tomos et al., 1989). In trees and perennial
plants, the active cambium initiated in organs undergoing secondary growth contributes to the reorientation of the shoot
through the differentiation and shrinkage of reaction wood (RW –
i.e., tension wood or compression wood in eudicotyledonous
and conifers respectively; IAWA, 1964; Archer, 1986). Gravitropism is therefore essential in the control of the posture and
the form of land plants (Coutand et al., 2007; Moulia et al.,
2011).

MODELS DESCRIBE THE GRAVITROPIC MOVEMENTS IN
PLANTS
Mathematic and kinematic tools have been extensively used
for describing and quantifying the gravitropic movements in
plants, and have been recently supplemented by integrative
models. Even if gravity sensing events are not yet completely
deciphered, these tools provide essential information to address
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the complex molecular and cellular mechanisms involved in
gravitropism.
The time course of gravitropic curvature investigated in
hypocotyl, stem, as well as in the trunk and branches illustrate
the following steps in several species: the upward curving of the
organs is observed after a latency phase and progressively followed
by a “decurving” which starts at the tip and propagates downward.
This latest has been described as autotropic (Firn and Digby, 1979)
and may occur before the tip reaches the vertical (Firn and Digby,
1979; Stankovic et al., 1998).
Curvature time course in growing organs was initially calculated using the inclination angle of the organ’s tip relative to the
vertical, and revealed that the gravitropic curvature obeys the
so-called sine law (Sachs, 1882; review, Moulia and Fournier,
2009). The sine law represents the size of the gravitropic stimulus (Sgravi ) as equal to g sin γ, where g is the gravitational
acceleration and γ the inclination angle. In other words this
law predicts that the amplitude of gravitropism depends of the
sinus of inclination angle. Even if this sine law has been confirmed in several species both in stems and roots, it is valid only
in a limited range of inclination angles, ranging from 0 to 90◦
(see introduction in Göttig and Galland, 2014) and therefore, it
does not characterize gravitropic movements of the whole organ
over-time (reviewed in Moulia and Fournier, 2009). Later on, a
curvature angle which is the change in tip inclination angle over
time was proposed (Galland, 2002; Perbal et al., 2002; Hoshino
et al., 2007). This parameter again is not satisfactory especially
because it was not measured using the same reference from one
experiment to another (horizontal, vertical, initial position of the
tilted stem). Starting from the observation that the gravitropic
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responses of aerial organs showed general curving followed by
basipetal straightening (Pickard, 1985), Bastien et al. (2013) proposed a model that takes into account the sensing of the local
inclination angle but also of the local curvature, which progressively takes place. The sensing of the local inclination reflects the
gravisensing mechanisms while the sensing of the local curvature
could be referred as mechanosensing which has been described
as graviproprioceptive. The authors defined a measurable ratio B
that is a ratio between graviceptive and proprioceptive sensitivities. B was shown to control crucial aspects of the dynamics of
the gravitropic response. The curving and decurving phases initially described as sequential, are in fact concomitant and linked
to the initial degrees of inclination and curvature (Bastien et al.,
2013). Recently, Bastien et al. (2014) extended this model by taking into account the growth effects, considered as the motor of
movement, i.e., expansion of the curved zone and immobilization of the curvature state at elongation zone boundary (Selker
and Sievers, 1987; Ishikawa and Evans, 1993). This model highlights that stems in primary growth rapidly straightened as to
escape the growth destabilizing effects. To our mind, these findings
precised the notion of autotropism as a reorientation of the axis
controlled by internal cues such as the organ curvature. The consequence of the autotropic decurving is that RW and/or increased
cell elongation occur alternatively from one side of the stem to the
other.
Despite the fact that proprioceptive sensitivity has not been
integrated in models of root gravitropism, it seems that the
autotropic decurving has been observed during the last step of the
gravitropic response in stems and as well in roots. Curiously, the
analysis of the position of the lentil root tip and the root curvature
as a function of time in microgravity revealed that the embryonic
root curved strongly away from the cotyledons and then straightened out slowly following hydration (Perbal and Driss-Ecole, 2003;
Driss-Ecole et al., 2008), suggesting an autotropic decurving in the
absence of gravity signal. It is not clear if this decurving could
occur in soil which structure can sometimes greatly restrict root
growth and where the root system is mediated by a wide variety
of processes including nutrient and water uptake, anchoring and
mechanical support.
Another parameter that has been explored for elucidating
the gravisensing mechanisms is the measurement of thresholds.
Detailed kinetics of gravitropic curvature in horizontally stimulated roots have been reported in several studies and revealed
for example that maize roots oriented at <40◦ from the vertical, overshot the vertical and then oscillated around this axis
(Barlow et al., 1993). The angle of 10◦ seemed to be the minimum
angle to induce a gravitropic response. On the contrary, when
roots were tilted at more than 60◦ , verticality was hardly achieved.
It is interesting to note that comparable thresholds occurred in
root and stem. When coleoptiles were tilted at an angle of <10◦
from the vertical, the gravitropic response did not happen (Iiono
et al., 1996). The first models of differential root growth leading
to curvature took into account the presentation time (minimal
duration of stimulation in the gravitational field; Larsen, 1957), in
which the response was the function of the logarithm of the stimulus. Later, Perbal et al. (2002) observed that the hyperbolic model
(H), related to a ligand-receptor system response, fitted better the
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experimental data. Other models took into account the differential growth among opposite cell lineages (Zieschang et al., 1997).
Another interesting parameter used for approaching gravisensing
mechanisms is the estimation of threshold acceleration perceived
by organs. Lentil seedlings were grown in microgravity and subjected to low accelerations for several hours (Driss-Ecole et al.,
2008). In these conditions, threshold acceleration perceived was
inferior to 2.0 × 10−3 g.

MOST EXPERIMENTAL DESIGNS DO NOT ALLOW TO
DISCRIMINATE BETWEEN GRAVISENSING AND
MECHANOSENSING
As demonstrated above through mathematical models of stem
gravitropic movements (Bastien et al., 2013, 2014), both gravisensing and mechanosensing lead to the reorientation of the plant.
It is not clear whether gravisensing and mechanosensing act
through the same mechanisms, and to what extent one can differentiate these stimuli. Trewavas and Knight (1994) considered
that gravisensing is derived from an ancestral touch perception
apparatus.
Mechanosensing occurs when plants are touched. Jaffe (1973)
used the term of thigmomorphogenesis when describing the
growth response of plants over time following repeated touching.
In the literature numerous studies referring to mechanical stimulation concerned the response induced by external loading (Chehab
et al., 2008) demonstrating that mechanical cues from the environment are sensed by the plant. Mechanical stresses are also intrinsic
to plants and an increasing number of studies illustrate the occurrence of mechanosensing in cells and organs and its importance for
the shape determination (Mirabet et al., 2011; Hamant, 2013). For
example, it has been demonstrated that cells in Arabidopsis shoot
apical meristem respond to local mechanical stresses by reorienting their growth, thereby guiding morphogenesis (Uyttewaal et al.,
2012).
A gravistimulation as such should induce neither organ deformation nor touch. In several gravitropism studies, the plant or
the organ have been tilted without being staked before (Azri et al.,
2009; Tocquard et al., 2014b). Although such conditions allowed
gravitropic movements, they also allowed organ bending under its
own weight. This deformation of the organ can be considered as a
thigmomorphogenetic stimulus (Coutand, 2010). In this context,
both mechanosensing and gravisensing occur. Alternatively, staking of plants just before tilting might induce touch gene expression
that could also interfere with graviresponse pathways. It remains
a challenge to find an experimental design, which could allow
discriminating between gravi and mechanosensing mechanisms.
IDENTIFICATION OF CELLULAR AND MOLECULAR ACTORS IN
GRAVISENSING MECHANISMS
THE GRAVI-SENSING SITES

The most challenging research question is the identification of the
tissues and/or cells able to sense and then perceive changes in the
gravity vector.
Much insight on plant response to gravity is obtained by the
study of organs exhibiting primary growth. The root columella
located inside the root cap, which comprises polarized cells, is
considered to be the key site of gravity sensing and perception.
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Columella cells contain starch-filled amyloplasts able to move
under a change of gravity direction. The singularity of these organs
is the spatial separation of the perception site from the responsive zone. Conversely, gravity sensing and response occur in the
same region of young stems. The endoderm, located between the
epiderm and the phloem, is considered as the gravi-sensing site.
This tissue contains amyloplasts in young stems of herbaceous and
ligneous species such as poplar (Figures 1A,C; Azri et al., 2013).
What happens in organs showing secondary growth? It is not
possible to identify the endoderm in tree shoots since most bark
cells are filled with starch (Figures 1B,D). Hence, the gravisensing
cells are not identified yet neither are the gravisensing mechanisms (Tocquard et al., 2014b) leading to RW formation. RW can
be induced by inclining a staked tree (Coutand et al., 2014) which
suggests the modulation of cambial activity by gravistimulation
per se, that occurs without the influence of mechanical deformation of the stem. Even if the gravisensing site for root undergoing a
secondary growth in root is not yet identified, one could question
if the cambium could be considered as an additional gravi-sensing
site in roots.

FIGURE 1 | Transversal (A,B) and longitudinal (C,D) stem sections of
poplar tree, Populus tremula × alba, stained with Periodic Acid-Schiff
(PAS). This stain reveals the presence of starch and polysaccharides in
dark purple. (A,C) Arrows indicate the presence of starch rich-amyloplasts

www.frontiersin.org

Gravisensing in terrestrial plants

PROPOSED CONCEPTS AND MOLECULAR ACTORS

Despite, or maybe because of, the lack of indisputable protocol for the study of gravisensing in plants, various (opposite or
complementary?) concepts are proposed related to the perceptiontransduction of the gravitropic stimulus. The starch-statolith
hypothesis (Sack, 1997) explains that the direction of gravity is
perceived by the plant through the sedimentation of starch-filled
amyloplasts, named statolith, within specialized cells. The gravitational pressure hypothesis (Staves, 1997) suggests that mechanical
deformation of the protoplast, cytoskeleton and cell wall components is the starting event of gravitropism. Another concept called
“the tensegrity concept” (Ingber, 1997) assumes that the membrane is outstretched on the cytoskeleton backbone and that this
system is in a state of equilibrium, between tensile and compressive
forces. This concept is very suitable for explaining the perception
of mechanical stress at the cell surface and the transmission to
the intracellular compartment. The common idea that gravityinduced effects are initiated within the cells (Trewavas and Knight,
1994), is compatible with the tensegrity model which proposes that
gravistimulation may unbalance the tensegrity forces and trigger

in the endoderm of the primary growth-stem, at 3 cm from the stem
apex. (B,D) Arrows and rectangles indicate wood rays and bark of
secondary growth stem, respectively. Both tissues contain starch
rich-granules.
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cellular responses via membrane kinase proteins (Volkmann and
Baluška, 2006). A complementary concept proposes that plant cells
could sense gravity using the cytoskeleton-plasma membrane-cell
wall continuum (CPMCW; Pickard and Ding, 1993; Baluška et al.,
2003). Baluška and Volkmann (2011) discussed these different
theories. Whichever theory is applied, the role of the amyloplasts and of the CPMCW with possible protein linkers seems
realistic.
In the literature, some arguments corroborate parts of these
hypothetic mechanisms. In roots, it has been suggested that
the gravity-induced movements of amyloplasts could activate
mechanosensing ion channels either in the amyloplast envelope or
in reticulum endoplasmic and/or plasma membrane (Boonsirichai
et al., 2002; Perbal and Driss-Ecole, 2003). These mechanosensing
channels could be considered as gravi-receptors in inducing calcium dependent-signaling pathways. More recently it has been
shown that plastids participate to root gravitropism not only
through their sedimentation but also they likely play a role in the
signal transduction pathway through the Translocon of the Outer
envelope of the Chloroplast (TOC; Strohm et al., 2014). These
findings implicate the functional interaction between plastids and
actin cytoskeleton possibly via functions of TOC. In the same way,
the investigation of plastid behavior in stem clearly demonstrates
their role in gravi-perception (Morita and Nakamura, 2012). The
plastid movements in stem are affected by the large and central vacuole of the endodermal cells. Moreover, genetic screening
for Arabidopsis mutants with modified shoot gravitropism indicated that the vacuole is important for gravity perception (Morita,
2010).
More generally, within a putative perceptive cell, several molecular candidates could play a role in gravisensing. Two types of
receptors could be involved including mechanosensitive ion channels and receptor like kinases (RLK). RLK are transmembrane
proteins, composed of one or more extracellular domains, a single transmembrane domain and an intracellular kinase domain
(Lehti-Shiu et al., 2009; Gish and Clark, 2011). RLK could act
as sensors of the cell wall and restore its status to the cell wall
by phosphorylation of the kinase domain. Among RLK, wall
associated kinase (WAK) and Catharanthus roseus RLK1-like subfamilies are proposed to be cell wall status sensors (Gish and Clark,
2011; Engelsdorf and Hamann, 2014; Tocquard et al., 2014a).
They could be involved in gravisensing by perceiving the deformation between the cell wall and the plasma membrane. Gens
et al. (2000) hypothesized the existence of an architectural organization involving WAK, arabinogalactan proteins (AGP) at the
interface between cytoplasm and cell wall. Several studies also
showed the upregulation of AGP in response to gravistimulation
(Lafarguette et al., 2004; Azri et al., 2014). This “plasmalemmal
reticulum” could play a critical role in mechanosensing and possibly gravisensing (Gens et al., 2000). More recently, it has been
shown that mechanosensitive channels including MCA2 could be
also involved in gravisensing (Monshausen and Haswell, 2013; Iida
et al., 2014).
The plant cytoskeleton is considered as a major receiver as
well as transducer of mechanical signals. Nick (2011) presented
the cytoskeleton as a tensegrity sensor. In this model, microfilaments (MF) are considered as the contractile and tensile elements

Frontiers in Plant Science | Plant Physiology

Gravisensing in terrestrial plants

while the microtubules (MT) are more rigid and resistant to
compression. Bancaflor (2013) highlighted the apparent inconsistencies about the effects of actin inhibitory compounds on
root gravitropism, and proposed models for how MF might regulate negatively gravitropism. The full understanding of the MF
involvement in gravitropism has also to take into account the differences in actin organization between the root columella and the
shoot endodermis cells, the former having first fine and short
MF while the latter contain distinct F-actin bundles (Morita,
2010; Bancaflor, 2013). Several authors have suggested that gravitropic bending can trigger altered MT organization (Ikushima
and Shimmen, 2005; Jacques et al., 2013; Toyota and Gilroy,
2013). In addition, gravitropism can be inhibited by antimicrotubular drugs or mutations affecting the dynamics of MT (Nick,
2012). On the contrary, tropic bending occurred in roots pretreated with microtubule depolymerizing agents (Bisgrove, 2008).
These observations and others (Bisgrove, 2008) do not allow
to discriminate the involvement of MT in gravisensing versus
graviresponse, i.e., gravitropic bending. The difficulty to univocally show that the cytoskeleton is a tensegrity sensor may come
from the fact that most studies examined either the involvement
of MF or MT (Nick, 2013; Tatsumi et al., 2014) in gravitropism,
although the cytoskeleton is far more complex. Indeed, evidence
was brought that functional and structural interactions occurred
between MT and actin, and that numerous proteins interacted
with the cytoskeleton (Collings et al., 1998; Kotzer and Wasteneys,
2006).

HOW TO GO FURTHER TO GRASP GRAVISENSING?
As just highlighted above, it is crucial to reliably discriminate
gravisensing from mechanosensing, and the same goes for sensing from the signal transduction and early responsive elements.
According to Nick (2011) clear concepts of the sensing mechanisms have to be elaborated in order to design unequivocal
experimental approaches. Incidentally, the effect of the direction of light as well as the light quality have also to be taken
into account in designing an experiment that wish to focus
on gravisensing and graviresponse as multiple light signaling
pathways interact with gravitropism (Mullen and Kiss, 2008).
Importantly, to our mind the gravistimulation should not cause
bending that could lead to organ and tissue deformation. Consequently, the study of gravisensing has to be done before any curving
response occurred. Another way is the utilization of microgravity conditions through space experiments (Ruyters and Braun,
2014).
Furthermore, there is a general consensus on the identity of
the gravisensing cells in primary shoot and root while these cells
remained to be localized in organs driven by secondary growth.
Further insights on this subject are impaired by the compulsory
use of ligneous species models. For instance, in the ligneous
model Populus trichocarpa, very few mutants are available compared to Arabidopsis thaliana, which was used in most studies.
One can even ask if the tissues in secondary growth are able to
perceive gravity or if they respond to a signal coming from the
apexes.
Another challenge is to identify the gravity receptors in roots
and in stems. Approaches such as transcriptomics and proteomics
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combined with the study of mutants could lead to the inference of a network of genes involved in gravisensing. In addition,
it will be interesting to investigate the functional interaction
between the cytoskeleton and gravi-sensors. In parallel, modelization of the mechanical deformation of the cytoskeleton could
help to understand the function of the cytoskeleton network in
gravitropism.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
This work was supported by the Ministère de l’Enseignement
Supérieur et de la Recherche and by the French National Research
Agency (ANR, “TROPIC” project 11-BSV7-0012). The authors
thank the French Space Agency, the Centre National d’Etudes
Spatiales (CNES) for financial support.
REFERENCES
Archer, R. R. (1986). Growth Stresses and Strains in Trees. Berlin: Springer-Verlag.
Azri, W., Brunel, N., Franchel, J., Ben Rejeb, I., Jacquot, J.-P., Julien, J.-L., et al. (2013).
Putative involvement of thioredoxin H in early response to gravitropic stimulation of poplar stems. J. Plant Physiol. 170, 707–711. doi: 10.1016/j.jplph.2012.
12.017
Azri, W., Chambon, C., Herbette, S., Brunel, N., Coutand, C., Leplé, J. C.,
et al. (2009). Proteome analysis of apical and basal regions of poplar stems
under gravitropic stimulation. Physiol. Plant. 136, 193–208. doi: 10.1111/j.13993054.2009.01230.x
Azri, W., Ennajah, A., Nasr, Z., Woo, S.-Y., and Khaldi, A. (2014). Transcriptome
profiling the basal region of poplar stems during the early gravitropic response.
Biol. Plant. 58, 55–63. doi: 10.1007/s10535-013-0364-7
Baluška, F., Šamaj, J., Wojtaszek, P., Volkmann, D., and Menzel, D. (2003). Cytoskeleton – plasma membrane – cell wall continuum in plants: emerging links revisited.
Plant Physiol. 133, 482–491. doi: 10.1104/pp.103.027250
Baluška, F., and Volkmann, D. (2011). “Mechanical aspects of gravity-controlled
growth, development and morphogenesis,” in Mechanical Integration of Plant Cells
and Plants, Signaling and Communication in Plants, ed. P. Wojtaszek (Heidelberg:
Springer), 195–223.
Bancaflor, E. B. (2013). Regulation of plant gravity sensing and signaling by the
actin cytoskeleton. Am. J. Bot. 100, 143–152. doi: 10.3732/ajb.1200283
Barlow, P. W., Parker, J. S., Butler, R., and Brain, P. (1993). Gravitropism of primary
roots of Zea mays L. at different displacement angles. Ann. Bot. 71, 383–388. doi:
10.1006/anbo.1993.1048
Barlow, P. W., and Rathfelder, E. L. (1985). Distribution and redistribution of
extension growth along vertical and horizontal gravireacting maize roots. Planta
165, 134–141. doi: 10.1007/BF00392222
Bastien, R., Bohr, T., Moulia, B., and Douady, S. (2013). Unifying model of shoot
gravitropism reveals proprioception as a central feature of posture control in
plants. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 110, 755–760. doi: 10.1073/pnas.1214301109
Bastien, R., Douady, S., and Moulia, B. (2014). A unifying modeling of plant shoot
gravitropism with an explicit account of the effects of growth. Front. Plant Sci.
5:136. doi: 10.3389/fpls.2014.00136
Bisgrove, S. R. (2008). The roles of microtubules in tropisms. Plant Sci. 175, 74. doi:
10.1016/j.plantsci.2008.08.009
Boonsirichai, K., Guan, C., Chen, R., and Masson, P. H. (2002). Root gravitropism:
an experimental tool to investigate basic cellular and molecular processes underlying mechanosensing and signal transmission in plants. Ann. Rev. Plant Biol. 53,
421–447. doi: 10.1146/annurev.arplant.53.100301.135158
Chehab, W., Eich, E., and Braam, J. (2008). Thigmomorphogenesis: a complex
plant response to mechano-stimulation. J. Exp. Bot. 60, 43–56. doi: 10.1093/jxb/
ern315
Collings, D. A., Asada, T., Allen, N. S., and Shibaoka, H. (1998). Plasma membraneassociated actin in bright yellow 2 tobacco cells – evidence for interaction with
microtubules. Plant Physiol. 118, 917–928. doi: 10.1104/pp.118.3.917
Coutand, C. (2010). Mechanosensing and thigmomorphogenesis, a physiological and biomechanical point of view. Plant Sci. 179, 168–182. doi:
10.1016/j.plantsci.2010.05.001
Coutand, C., Fournier, M., and Moulia, B. (2007). The gravitropic response of
poplar trunks: key roles of prestressed wood regulation and the relative kinetics

www.frontiersin.org

Gravisensing in terrestrial plants

of cambial growth versus wood maturation. Plant Physiol. 144, 1166–1180. doi:
10.1104/pp.106.088153
Coutand, C., Pot, G., and Badel, E. (2014). Mechanosensing is involved in
the regulation of autostress levels in tension wood. Trees 28, 687–697. doi:
10.1007/s00468-014-0981-6
Driss-Ecole, D., Driss-Ecole, D., Legué, V., Carnero-Diaz, E., and Perbal, G. (2008).
Gravisensitivity and automorphogenesis of lentil seedling roots grown on board
the International Space Station. Physiol. Plant. 134, 191–201. doi: 10.1111/j.13993054.2008.01121.x
Engelsdorf, T., and Hamann, T. (2014). An update on receptor-like kinase involvement in the maintenance of plant cell wall integrity. Ann. Bot. 114, 1339–1347.
doi: 10.1093/aob/mcu043
Firn, R. D., and Digby, J. (1979). A study of the autotropic straightening reaction
of a shoot previously curved during geotropism. Plant Cell Environ. 2, 149–154.
doi: 10.1111/j.1365-3040.1979.tb00786.x
Galland, P. (2002). Tropisms of Avena coleoptiles: sine law for gravitropism,
exponential law for photogravitropic equilibrium. Planta 215, 779–784. doi:
10.1007/s00425-002-0813-6
Gens, J. G., Fujiki, M., and Pickard, B. G. (2000). Arabinogalactan protein and
wall-associated kinase in a plasmalemmal reticulum with specialized vertices.
Protoplasma 212, 115–134. doi: 10.1007/BF01279353
Gish, L. A., and Clark, S. E. (2011). The RLK/Pelle family of kinases. Plant J. 66,
117–127. doi: 10.1111/j.1365-313X.2011.04518.x
Göttig, M., and Galland, P. (2014). Gravitropism in Phycomyces: violation of the
so-called resultant law – evidence for two response components. Plant Biol. 16,
158–166. doi: 10.1111/plb.12112
Hamant, O. (2013). Widespread mechanosensing controls the structure behind
the architecture in plants. Curr. Opin. Plant Biol. 16, 654–660. doi:
10.1016/j.pbi.2013.06.006
Hoshino, T., Miyamoto, K., and Ueda, J. (2007). Gravity controlled asymmetrical transport of auxin regulates a gravitropic response in the early growth
stage of etiolated pea (Pisum sativum) epicotyls: studies using stimulated microgravity conditions on a three-dimensional clinostat and using an agravitropic
mutant, ageotropum. J. Plant Res. 120, 619–628. doi: 10.1007/s10265-0070103-2
IAWA. (1964). Multilingual glossary of terms used in wood anatomy. International
Association of Wood Anatomists, Committee on Nomenclature Vergsanstalt
Buchdruckerei Konkordia, Winterthur, 186.
Iida, H., Furuichi, T., Nakano, M., Toyota, M., Sokabe, M., and Tatsumi, H. (2014).
New candidates for mechano-sensitive channels potentially involved in gravity
sensing in Arabidopsis thaliana. Plant Biol. 16, 39–42. doi: 10.1111/plb.12044
Iiono, M., Tarui, Y., and Uematsu, C. (1996). Gravitropism of maize and rice
coleoptiles: dependence on the stimulation angle. Plant Cell Environ. 19, 1160–
1168. doi: 10.1111/j.1365-3040.1996.tb00431.x
Ikushima, T., and Shimmen, T. (2005). Mechano-sensitive orientation of cortical
microtubules during gravitropism in azuki bean epicotyls. J. Plant Res. 118, 19–26.
doi: 10.1007/s10265-004-0189-8
Ingber, D. E. (1997). Tensegrity: the architectural basis of cellular mechanotransduction. Annu. Rev. Physiol. 59, 575–599. doi: 10.1146/annurev.physiol.59.1.575
Ishikawa, H., and Evans, M. L. (1993). The role of the distal elongation zone in the
response of maize rots to auxin and gravity. Plant Physiol. 102, 1203–1210. doi:
10.1104/pp.102.4.1203
Jacques, E., Buytaert, J., Wells, D. M., Lewandowski, M., Bennett, M. J., Dirckx, J.,
et al. (2013). Microfilament analyzer, an image analysis tool for quantifying fibrillar orientation, reveals changes in microtubule organization during gravitropism.
Plant J. 74, 1045–1058. doi: 10.1111/tpj.12174
Jaffe, M. J. (1973). Thigmomorphogenesis: the response of plant growth
and development to mechanical stimulation. Planta 114, 143–157. doi:
10.1007/BF00387472
Kotzer, A. M., and Wasteneys, G. O. (2006). Mechanisms behind the puzzle:
microtubule-microfilament cross-talk in pavement cell formation. Can. J. Bot.
84, 594–603. doi: 10.1139/b06-023
Lafarguette, F., Leple, J. C., Dejardin, A., Laurans, F., Costa, G., Lesage-Descauses,
M. C., et al. (2004). Poplar genes encoding fasciclin-like arabinogalactan proteins are highly expressed in tension wood. New Phytol. 164, 107–121. doi:
10.1111/j.1469-8137.2004.01175.x
Larsen, P. (1957). The development of geotropic and spontaneous curvatures in
roots. Physiol. Plant. 10, 12–163. doi: 10.1111/j.1399-3054.1957.tb07617.x

November 2014 | Volume 5 | Article 610 | 5

Lopez et al.

Lehti-Shiu, M. D., Zou, C., Hanada, K., and Shiu, S. H. (2009). Evolutionary history
and stress regulation of plant receptor-like kinase/pelle genes. Plant Physiol. 150,
12–26. doi: 10.1104/pp.108.134353
Mirabet, V., Das, P., Boudaoud, A., and Hamant, O. (2011). The role of mechanical forces in plant morphogenesis. Annu. Rev. Plant Biol. 62, 365–385. doi:
10.1146/annurev-arplant-042110-103852
Monshausen, G. B., and Haswell, E. S. (2013). A force of nature: molecular
mechanisms of mechanoperception in plants. J. Exp. Bot. 64, 4663–4680. doi:
10.1093/jxb/ert204
Morita, M. T. (2010). Directional gravity sensing in gravitropism. Annu. Rev. Plant
Biol. 61, 705–720. doi: 10.1146/annurev.arplant.043008.092042
Morita, M. T., and Nakamura, M. (2012). Dynamic behavior of plastids
related to environmental response. Curr. Opin. Plant Biol. 15, 722–728. doi:
10.1016/j.pbi.2012.08.003
Moulia, B., Der Loughian, C., Bastien, R., Martin, L., Rodriguez, M., Gourcilleau, D.,
et al. (2011). “Integrative mechanobiology of growth and architectural development in changing mechanical environments,” in Mechanical Integration of
Plant Cells and Plants, Signaling and Communication in Plants, ed. P. Wojtaszek
(Heidelberg: Springer), 269–302.
Moulia, B., and Fournier, M. (2009). The power and control of gravitropic movements in plants: a biochemical and systems view. J. Exp. Bot. 60, 461–486. doi:
10.1093/jxb/ern341
Mullen, J. L., and Kiss, J. Z. (2008). “Phototropism and its relationship to gravitropism,” in Plant Tropisms eds S. Gilroy and P. Masson (Ames: Blackwell
Publishing), 79–90.
Nick, P. (2011). “Mechanics of the cytoskeleton,” in Mechanical Integration of
Plant Cells and Plants, Signaling and Communication in Plants, ed. P. Wojtaszek
(Heidelberg: Springer), 53–90. doi: 10.1007/978-3-642-19091-9_3
Nick, P. (2012). Microtubules and the tax payer. Protoplasma 249(Suppl. 2), S81–S94.
doi: 10.1007/s00709-011-0339-5
Nick, P. (2013). A glorious half-century of microtubules–microtubules, signaling
and abiotic stress. Plant J. 75, 309–323. doi: 10.1111/tpj.12102
Perbal, D., and Driss-Ecole, D. (2003). Mechanotransduction in gravisensing cells.
Trends Plant Sci. 8, 498–504. doi: 10.1016/j.tplants.2003.09.005
Perbal, G., Jeune, B., Lefranc, A., Carnero-Diaz, E., and Driss-Ecole, D. (2002). The
dose-response curve of the gravitropic reaction: a re-analysis. Physiol. Plant. 114,
336–342. doi: 10.1034/j.1399-3054.2002.1140302.x
Pickard, B. G. (1985). “Roles of hormones, protons and calcium in geotropism,” in
Encyclopedia of Plant Physiology, Vol. 3, eds R. P. Phais and D. M. Reid (Berlin:
Springer), 193–281.
Pickard, B. G., and Ding, J. P. (1993). The mechanosensory calcium-selective ion
channel: key component of a plasmalemmal control centre? Aust. J. Plant Physiol.
20, 439–459. doi: 10.1071/PP9930439
Ruyters, G., and Braun, M. (2014). Plant biology in space: recent accomplishments
and recommendations for future research. Plant Biol. 16(Suppl. 1), 4–11. doi:
10.1111/plb.12127
Sachs, J. (1882). “Uber Ausschlieβung der geotropischen und heliotropischen
Krümmungen während des Waschsens,” in Arbeiten des Botanischen Instituts in
Würzburg , Vol. 2 (Leipzig: Verlag Von Wilhelm Engelmann), 209–225.
Sack, F. D. (1997). Plastids and gravitropic sensing. Planta 203, S63–S68. doi:
10.1007/PL00008116
Selker, J. M. L., and Sievers, A. (1987). Analysis of extension and curvature during the
graviresponse in Lepidium roots. Am. J. Bot. 74, 1863–1871. doi: 10.2307/2443968

Frontiers in Plant Science | Plant Physiology

Gravisensing in terrestrial plants

Stankovic, B., Volkmann, D., and Sack, F. D. (1998). Autotropism, automorphogenesis and gravity. Physiol. Plant. 102, 328–335. doi: 10.1034/j.13993054.1998.1020222.x
Staves, M. P. (1997). Cytoplasmic streaming and gravity sensing in Chara internodal
cells. Planta 203, S79–S84. doi: 10.1007/PL00008119
Strohm, A. K., Barrett-Wilt, G. A., and Masson, P. H. (2014). A functional TOC
complex contributes to gravity signal transduction in Arabidopsis. Front. Plant
Sci. 5:148. doi: 10.3389/fpls.2014.00148
Tatsumi, H., Furuichi, T., Nakano, M., Toyota, M., Hayakawa, K., Sokabe, M.,
et al. (2014). Mechanosensitive channels are activated by stress in the actin stress
fibres, and could be involved in gravity sensing in plants. Plant Biol. 16, 18–22.
doi: 10.1111/plb.12095
Tocquard, K., Lafon-Placette, C., Auguin, D., Muries, B., Bronner, G., Lopez, D.,
et al. (2014a). In silico study of wall-associated kinase family reveals large-scale
expansion potentially connected with functional diversification in Populus. Tree
Genet. Genomes 10, 1135–1147. doi: 10.1007/s11295-014-0748-7
Tocquard, K., Lopez, D., Decourteix, M., Thibaut, B., Julien, J. L., Label, P., et al.
(2014b). “The molecular mechanisms of reaction wood induction,” in The Biology
of Reaction Wood, eds B. Gardiner, J. Barnett, P. Saranpää, and J. Gril (Heidelberg:
Springer), 107–138.
Tomos, A. D., Malone, M., and Pritchard, J. (1989). The biophysics of differential
growth. Environ. Exp. Bot. 29, 7–23. doi: 10.1016/0098-8472(89)90035-X
Toyota, M., and Gilroy, S. (2013). Gravitropism and mechanical signaling in plants.
Am. J. Bot. 100, 111–125. doi: 10.3732/ajb.1200408
Trewavas, A., and Knight, M. (1994). Mechanical signaling, calcium and plant form.
Plant Mol. Biol. 26, 1329–1341. doi: 10.1007/BF00016478
Uyttewaal, M., Burian, A., Alim, K., Landrein, B., Borowska-Wykret, D., Dedieu,
A., et al. (2012). Mechanical stress acts via katanin to amplify differences in
growth rate between adjacent cells in Arabidopsis. Cell 149, 439–451. doi:
10.1016/j.cell.2012.02.048
Volkmann, D., and Baluška, F. (2006). Gravity: one of the driving forces for
evolution. Protoplasma 229, 143–148. doi: 10.1007/s00709-006-0200-4
Zieschang, H. E., Brain, P., and Barlow, P. W. (1997). Modelling of root
growth and bending in two dimensions. J. Theor. Biol. 184, 237–246. doi:
10.1006/jtbi.1996.0259
Conflict of Interest Statement: The authors declare that the research was conducted
in the absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed
as a potential conflict of interest.
Received: 02 June 2014; accepted: 20 October 2014; published online: 05 November
2014.
Citation: Lopez D, Tocquard K, Venisse J-S, Legué V and Roeckel-Drevet P (2014)
Gravity sensing, a largely misunderstood trigger of plant orientated growth. Front.
Plant Sci. 5:610. doi: 10.3389/fpls.2014.00610
This article was submitted to Plant Physiology, a section of the journal Frontiers in
Plant Science.
Copyright © 2014 Lopez, Tocquard, Venisse, Legué and Roeckel-Drevet. This is an openaccess article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License
(CC BY). The use, distribution or reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided
the original author(s) or licensor are credited and that the original publication in this
journal is cited, in accordance with accepted academic practice. No use, distribution or
reproduction is permitted which does not comply with these terms.

November 2014 | Volume 5 | Article 610 | 6

